
Changes Research Training Support Grant (RTSG)

incorporating UK Fieldwork
From October 2012  all students (1 +3, 2+2 and +3)  will be eligible for a combined Research Training Support Grant (RTSG) and UK Fieldwork Allowance. 

New from 2011-12

From October 2011 RTSG’s will be taken from the Doctoral Training Grants given to each Institution.

1. Students can now use their RTSG to supplement their overseas fieldwork or overseas visit trip if they are not successful  in obtaining full funding from the Doctoral training Centre.  This choice is at the student’s discretion.
2. All students who are in receipt  of an award from the 2011-12 academic session onwards must now ensure that they use their RTSG funding during the course of their paid ESRC award.  Please note that the RTSG can be carried forward to a future academic session if it has not been fully spent but you must ensure that the monies are spent before your award end date.  This includes new students, continuing students and students who have suspended their awards.
3. If a student award has ended but there was a delay in forwarding receipts with a date preceding the 30 September of the year their award ended, then they may claim those expenses on their RTSG. However, this claim must be made before the end of November 2012 and in future years before the end of October.
3. For students who were in receipt of an award prior to 2011 who have not used their full RTSG entitlement during their paid award, the funding will no longer remain in the Department as per the old ESRC rules, it will now be returned to the Doctoral Training Grant at the end of July each year.

4. The Final Year PhD Fund
Continuing ESRC students who are registered but are no longer in receipt of an ESRC award but are in the final stages of a PhD may wish to apply for In-course financial support|. This is particularly relevant when a student close to finishing cannot quite reach the point of submission because of financial difficulties and may need just a small amount of financial support to achieve this within the normal maximum period of registration. 
Academic supervisors will be asked to support applications from students in this position, and to confirm that the student is indeed very close to completion. Please note that students who have already submitted their thesis and are awaiting their viva are not eligible. 
Departments will be expected to keep a note of RTSG expenditure for each student, as there will now be an annual reconciliation.  The reconciliation will take place during the first week of August , so please can you ensure that your records are updated by 31 July each year.
RTSG’s

All RTSG payment are made on a pro-rata basis, currently £62.50 per month for full time students and £31.25 for part-time students.

This allowance is intended to be used to pay for expenses which the student's

supervisor/department deem to be in direct support of a student's research.

Examples are:

(i) UK Fieldwork Expenses,

(ii) UK, EU and overseas conferences and summer schools,

(iii) language training courses usually undertaken in the UK prior to an overseas

fieldwork trip,

(iv) reimbursement of interpreters, guides, assistants,

(v) survey costs, e.g. printing, stationery, telephone calls,

(vi) purchase of small items of equipment e.g. cameras, tape recorders, films,

cassettes or telephone and photocopying facilities in their outlet, and

(vii) gifts for local informants.

(viii) travel insurance

(viiii) books and other reading material not available in libraries

Students are fully entitled to use this grant for these purposes, and they should

ensure they contact the ESRC contact in their Department for guidance on expenditure and reimbursement.

In exceptional circumstances, institutions may consider requests from award holders to purchase laptop or other computer equipment from this allowance. Any such request must be clearly and adequately justified based on the nature of the research being undertaken and as being essential for the successful completion of the PhD. In these instances, any equipment purchased in excess of £200 should remain in the custody of the HEI following completion of the award.
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